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Multi-storied buildings constructed with a reasonable degree of fire
safety, may have their use continued for hospital purposes by comply-
ing with the provisions of these regulations, and further providing that:
All corridors are lined on the corridor side with metal lath and
plaster or its equivalent; or be equipped with a standard automatic
sprinkler system;
Vertical openings, such as stairways, elevator shafts, etc., are en-
closed at each floor level with a one hour fire resistive enclosure and
doors leading to vertical openings are equipped with self-closing de-
vices.
Attic areas shall be divided into horizontal areas of not more than
2500 square feet each with tight one inch partitions of approved fire-
resistive material. All openings through these partitions shall be pro-
tected by self-closing doors of the same thickness as the partition. The
doors shall be kept closed at all times.
Conversion of an existing house or houses into a hospital is not
advisable and where so done adequate fire safety must be provided
by fire-resistive construction or by installation of a standard automatic
sprinkler system.
f. Furtace Rooms and Heating Devices
In new one story buildings or in existing one story buildings where
high pressure boilers are used, the construction shall be of two hours
fire resistive material. All doorways leading to and from the heating
plant room shall be of fireproof material.
In multi-storied hospitals, every boiler room or room containing
a heating plant, furnace, etc., shall be separated from the remainder
of the building by a three hour fire resistive separation. Doors shall
be of three hour fire resistive construction and be equipped with a
self-closing device which would normally keep them in a closed posi-
tion.
Where more than one boiler is installed, they shall be spaced three
feet apart with three or more feet between boilers and walls. Clear-
ance in front shall be equal to the length of the boilers or more and
a minimum clearance of five feet above the boilers.
A fresh air inlet vent shall be constructed leading from the boiler
or furnace room directly to the outside of the building. This vent shall
be protected at the boiler or furnace room end with a metal drop and
160 degrees fusible link control.
No unprotected openings of any kind shall be permitted between
the boiler or furnace room enclosure with any other part of the build-
ing.
For existing hospitals of 25 beds or less the above requirements
of this sub-section "f" may be waived if no undue hazards exist and
where adequate fire fighting equipment and methods of evacuating
patients exist, and where compliance places an undue financial burden
on the hospital.


